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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

Applicants request consideration of the following information disclosure statement 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97(c)(1) and 1.97(e)(1). No final action has been mailed under 
Sec. 1 .113, no notice of allowance has been issued under Sec. 1 .31 1 . On information and 
belief, each item of information contained in this infomnation disclosure statement was first 
cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the date of this information disclosure statement. 

Applicants submit a copy of the Supplementary European Search Report issued on 
application number BP 01928204, in English, on July 4, 2003. 

Applicants also submit copies of the following documents listed on the enclosed 
Patent and Trademark Office - Form 1449 "List of Patents and Publications for Applicants 
Information Disclosure Statement." 
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The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to mean 
that a search has been made, an admission that the information cited is, or is considered to 
be, material to patentability, or that no other material information, as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 
1 .56(a), exists. Further, the filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be 
construed as an admission against any interest in any manner. 

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 

International Patent Document WO 97 49298, dated December 31, 1997; 
International Patent Document WO 99 03892, dated January 28, 1999; 
International Patent Document WO 00 40098, dated July 13, 2000; 
European Patent Document EP 1069138, dated January 17, 2001; 
European Patent Document EP 0958746, dated November 24, 1999. 

The present invention is believed patentable and unobvious over the reference 
individually, or taken in any combination, including combination with art previously made of 
record. 

The individual making this statement is the attorney who signs below on the basis of 
the information supplied by the inventors. 

The Examiner may find the enclosed document relevant to the invention of the 
present application. 
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The European Patent Office herewith transmits as an enclosure the European search report for the 
above-mentioned European patent application. 

If applicable, copies of the documents cited in the European search report are attached. 

□ Additional set(s) of copies of the documents cited in the European search report is (are) enclosed 
as well. 
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